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SUBJECT: SUDANESE INTEREST IN US HELICOPTERS 

1 . GRANT MACKIE OF BELL HELICOPTER BRIEFED ME MAY 28 
ON SUDANESE INTEREST IN HELICOPTERS. HE SAID SUDAN 
AIR FORCE WAS IMPRESSED WITH PERFORMANCE BELL 214 
HELICOPTER WHEN IT WAS DEMONSTRATED HERE IN LATE 
APRIL. HE WAS ASKED TO RETURN WITH PROPOSAL FOR 
TWELVE BELL 214S TO BE DELIVERED BY END 1977. 

MACKIE SAID AT US $1.5 MILLION PER COPY, TOTAL SALE 
WOULD BE $18 MILLION. HE SAID COMPANY COULD PROVIDE 
THREE HELICOPTERS PER MONTH FROM SEPTEMBER THEREBY 
MEETING REQUESTED DELIVERY SCHEDULE PROVIDING AGREE- 
MENT CAN BE REACHED WITHIN NEXT MONTH OR SO. MACKIE ALSO 
SAID HE HAS BEEN TOLD IF ALL GOES WELL TWELVE HELI- 
COPTERS WOULD BE FIRST OF THREE SQUADRONS TO BE 
ORDERED BY SUDAN GOV THUS HE LOOKING FORWARD TO 
POTENTIAL SALE OF THIRTY-SIX HELICOPTERS WORTH $54 
MILLION. ACCORDING MACKIE SUDANGOV WANTS DEAL DIRECTLY 
WITH BELL AND NOT RPT NOT VIA FMS. 

2. COMMENT: THERE NO QUESTION SUDANGOV URGENTLY WANTS 
HELICOPTERS, PRESUMABLY TO BE FINANCED BY SAUDIS. 

HOWEVER, MINDEF TOLD ME MAY 30, WITHOUT REFERRING 
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PARTICULARLY TO HELICOPTER DEAL, THAT HE WANTS TO 
DO SO SOLELY VIA FMS ROUTE PRIMARILY TO AVOID ANY 
HINT OF UNLAWFUL PAYMENTS. FYI APPARENTLY SUCH CHARGES 
PRESENTLY ARE BEING LEVIED BY SOME SUDANESE AGAINST 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE OFFICIALS. END FYI. IF SALE 
IS MADE DIRECTLY WITH BELL, IT WILL BE MOST IMPORTANT 
SUDANGOV MILITARY PURCHASE MADE DIRECTLY WITH US 
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FIRM. BUT TRANSACTION WILL BE WELL BELOW US $25 
MILLION LEVEL WHICH WOULD AUTOMATICALLY TRIGGER 
CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW. 

BOGOSIAN 
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